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Navvy

The word navvy was first used for people who improved the waterways or ‘navigations’, so the navvies were ‘navigators’ or the people who originally built the canals.  Later, navvies built other types of navigation, such as railways, and clean water and sewage pipes.

Navvies had to be very strong, as they would often move up to 20 tons of earth in a day with only picks, shovels and wheelbarrows.  They worked in groups who were very loyal to each other.  Navvies were better paid than ordinary labourers, but also faced greater risks, and accidents or even death were common.

Navvies were often migrant workers who had come from Ireland (perhaps to escape the potato famine).  They often lived with lots of other families in shanty towns, back-to-back houses, or in cellar dwellings.  In the 1850s the number of people living in dark and crowded cellar dwellings was about 1 in 10.  They were not respected in society, and were often feared.

Navvies carried food or ‘tommy’ to work in a ‘tommy handkerchief’.  They would often spend their earnings on beer and spirits, rather than on food for their families.  

A navvy would often die between the ages of 17 and 26 from diseases found in the dirty water such as cholera, dysentery, typhus, or from the dangerous conditions at work.

Campaigner

Workers and navvies often drank beer during the day to quench their thirst, as the water was dirty and may have contained diseases.  But some people were not happy about this.  Many people, especially women, campaigned to try and stop people from drinking alcohol.  They thought that alcohol was unhealthy and led to drunkenness, violence and crime. 

The campaigners’ movement against drinking alcohol was called the Temperance Society.  Sometimes, they were thought of as philanthropists.  This word comes from Greek and means ‘kindness to people’.  Temperance campaigners thought that what they were doing would help cure society of its problems.

Campaigners gave out leaflets, which were called tracts or pamphlets, to try and tell people about ‘the evils of alcohol’.   Sometimes they even tried to get people to sign a pledge that they would not drink any alcohol ever again.  The word used for someone who has decided not to drink alcohol is teetotal.

There have been some famous members of the Temperance Society.  Joseph Rowntree (1836-1925), who invented Fruit Pastilles in 1881 was an active member who wrote pamphlets to persuade others to stop drinking alcohol.  Another member was Thomas Cook (1808-1892) who set up the well-known travel agency named after him.

Reverend Maurice

Reverend Maurice was born on 29 August 1805 and died on 1 April 1872.  He was an intelligent writer and teacher, and was a vicar in the Church of England.  

He believed that all people were equal, and because of his religious views, he had a deep interest in the lives of the working classes. Ford Madox Brown describes Maurice as a ‘brain worker’ because he used his brain, or intelligence, to think about the lives of other people so that he could help them.

Between 1840 and 1860, many new factories and warehouses were being built, and cities became crowded with people.  This helped rich people become even richer as they were the owners of the factories. 

It didn’t help the poorer people though. The poorer people were often workers in these factories.  They were not paid very well, and worked extremely hard in difficult conditions, sometimes for up to 69 hours a week.

Reverend Maurice saw the unfairness of this, and wanted to help the poorer working classes. At that time, most poor people could not read or write.  Often there were gangs of boys on the streets, as they had nothing better to do. 

Maurice believed that through learning to read and write, people could make their lives better.  Because of this, he opened a Working Men’s College in London in 1854 so that poor people could have an education.  Libraries and boys’ homes were also opened to boys to encourage them to get off the streets.

Urchin Girl

Most poor people did not go to school and could not read or write.  Because of this, it was impossible for them to get a well-paid job.  Children would often have to work long hours, sometimes doing dangerous jobs in factories.  It was not until 1878 that the Factory Act banned employment for children under the age of ten.

There were also thousands of poor children working and living on the streets during Victorian times.  Many of these were orphans who had to look after their younger brothers and sisters in squalid or filthy conditions.  Ford Madox Brown says that in this painting, the children’s mother had died, and their father was often too drunk too look after them properly.  

Street children, ragged children, or urchins, often worked long hours for very little money.  To afford food, they would do jobs such as selling flowers, matches or lace, cleaning shoes of rich people and sweeping the streets where the rich people crossed the roads.  Often children would pick pockets and steal to afford their next meal.  

Urchin children often died of disease or starvation at a very young age.  Cholera was a disease that killed many people, and was spread by drinking dirty water.  
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Campaigner 

1. Why did people campaign to stop people from drinking alcohol?

· Because it was expensive

· Because they thought it led to violence and crime

· Because the water was full of diseases

2. What was the Temperance Society?

· The name of the movement against drinking alcohol

· The name of the movement for drinking alcohol

· The name given to people with bad tempers

3. What is the word often used to describe someone who is kind to other people?

· A philanthropist

· Temperance

· Greek

4. What is another word for a leaflet or tract?

· Newspaper

· Pamphlet

· Journal

5. What did campaigners try to encourage people to sign?

· A pledge not to drink dirty water

· A pledge to be a good person

· A pledge not to drink alcohol

6. What is the word used for someone who has decided never to drink alcohol again?

· Totally tea

· Tee-total

· Water-drinker

7. What did Joseph Rowntree invent in 1881?

· Starburst

· Mars Bar

· Fruit Pastilles

8. What was the name of a well-known travel agent who was a member of the Temperance Society?

· Thomson

· Lunn Poly

· Thomas Cook
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Navvy

1. Where does the name Navvy come from?

· The Navy

· The type of work was founded by Mr Navvy 

· Navigator

2. What ‘navigations’ were navvies originally employed to build?

· Waterways

· Railways

· Sewage pipes

3. How many tons of earth would a navvy move in a day?

· 2

· 12

· 20

4. Why were navvies paid more than other labourers?

· Because they worked harder

· Because their work was more dangerous

· Because they were highly respected in society

5. Where did a lot of navvies come from?

· Manchester

· Poland

· Ireland

6. How many people lived in dark cellars during the 1850s?

· 1 in 1000

· 1 in 100

· 1 in 10

7. What was a ‘tommy handkerchief’ mainly used for?

· Carrying food in

· Blowing the dust out of their nose

· Wiping blood from wounds

8. At what age would a navvy be most likely to die?

· Between 17 and 26

· Between 32 and 47

· Between 75 and 85
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Reverend Maurice

1. In which year did Reverend Maurice die?

· 1872

· 1805

· 1827

2. What was Maurice’s job?

· Doctor

· Factory worker

· Vicar

3. Why did Ford Madox Brown describe Maurice as a ‘brain worker’?

· Because he was a brain surgeon

· Because he was intelligent

· Because he worked hard

4. Why did rich people get richer when the factories were built?

· Because they worked in the factories

· Because the poor people gave them money

· Because they were the factory owners

5. How many hours might a factory worker have to work per week?

· 19

· 39

· 69 

6. Why were gangs of boys on the streets?

· Because they had nothing better to do

· Because they were on the way to school

· Because they were learning to read

7. What did Maurice think could make people’s lives better?

· Education

· Healthcare

· Working harder

8. What did Maurice open in 1854?

· Library

· Working mens’ college

· Boys’ home
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Urchin Girl

1.
Why was it impossible for poor people to get a well-paid job?

· Because there was not enough work

· Because they could not read or write

· Because they were lazy

2.
What did the Factory Act of 1878 do?

· Allowed children under the age of 10 to work in factories

· Banned children over the age of 10 from working in factories

· Banned children under the age of 10 from working in factories

3.
What was one of the reasons that there were so many children in the streets in Victorian times?

· They enjoyed playing in the streets

· They were orphans

· They could get a good job on the streets

4.
What is an urchin?

· A prickly creature found in the sea 

· A type of coin

· A ragged street child

5.
What type of job would not have been done by a street child?

· Selling flowers

· Sweeping streets

· Teaching 

6.
What did some children have to do to get food?

· Rob the bank

· Pick pockets

· Bake their own cakes

7.
Name a disease that was spread by drinking dirty water.

· Cholera

· Chicken Pox

· Starvation

8.
Why was it sometimes thought of as better to drink beer rather than water?

· Because beer tasted better

· Because the water was often dirty and full of disease

· Because beer was cheaper
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Campaigner 

Why did people campaign to stop people from drinking alcohol?

What was the Temperance Society?

What is the word often used to describe someone who is kind to other people?

What is another word for a leaflet or tract?

What did campaigners try to encourage people to sign?

What is the word used for someone who has decided never to drink alcohol again?

What did Joseph Rowntree invent in 1881?

What was the name of a well-known travel agent who was a member of the Temperance Society?
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Navvy

Where does the name navvy come from?

What ‘navigations’ were navvies originally employed to build?

How many tons of earth would a navvy move in a day?

Why were navvies paid more than other labourers?

Where did a lot of navvies come from?

How many people lived in dark cellars during the 1850s?

What was a ‘tommy handkerchief’ mainly used for?

At what age would a navvy be most likely to die?
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Reverend Maurice

In which year did Reverend Maurice die?

What was Maurice’s job?

Why did Ford Madox Brown describe Maurice as a ‘brain worker’?

Why did rich people get richer when the factories were built?

How many hours might a factory worker have to work per week?

Why were gangs of boys on the streets?

What did Maurice think could make people’s lives better?

What did Maurice open in 1854?
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Urchin Girl

Why was it impossible for poor people to get a well-paid job?

What did the Factory Act of 1878 do?

What was one of the reasons that there were so many children in the streets in Victorian times?

What is an urchin?

What type of job would not have been done by a street child? 

What did some children have to do to get food?

Name a disease that was spread by drinking dirty water.

Why was it sometimes thought of as better to drink beer rather than water?
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