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Competition Information  2012         

What is Inspired by…?

Inspired by… is the V&A’s national art competition, celebrating Adult Learners’ Week and Museums & Galleries Month. The competition aims to encourage adults to visit and take inspiration from in museums and galleries in order to create their own art work. The competition takes place across the country.

Ten winners will be selected and displayed at Manchester Art Gallery, May – July 2012.  There will also be ten runners-up.  You can view the work of previous winners and runners-up on our website: 

www.manchestergalleries.org/education/post-16-and-he-fe/inspired-by-competition/

Who can enter the competition?

· Any adult learners, 19 years of age and over, at all stages of learning.

· Learners attending any course in an adult, community or further education setting, on both accredited and non-accredited courses.

· Learners who use Manchester Art Gallery or other venues in a self-directed way.
· The competition is not open to full time students on Higher Education Degree courses. 
Entries should not be in a medium in which you have a professional qualification or which represents your main profession.
What can I be inspired by?

THIS YEARS COMPETITION HAS A THEME ‘MANCHESTER’

You can take your inspiration from:
· Art work in the gallery’s collections: Galleries 1- 8 (historic galleries)

· Lowry & Valette Gallery.
· The 17th Century Dutch Paintings Gallery.

· The Craft and Design Gallery.

PLEASE NOTE: due to extensive display changes, Galleries 9, the Manchester Gallery and Modern & Contemporary galleries will be unavailable this year.

· People who use the gallery.

· What you can see out of the gallery’s windows.

· Other spaces in the gallery such as: 

- The café, 
- The shop
- The entrance hall

· How you see Manchester

· The architecture of Manchester Art Gallery
The competition is NOT about copying.  The aim of the competition is to encourage you to look at the works of art in the galleries and use the ideas in them to create your own ORIGINAL art work.
Here are some ideas:

· You might really like what the people do in the gallery and want to communicate their behaviour in your own way.

· There might be a view from the gallery which you really identify with; perhaps it reminds you of some experience in your own life about which you create an art work.

· You might want to use the shapes, forms and colours that you see in an object or painting or the building it self and use them in a new way.

What can I enter into the competition?

· Any piece of painting, sculpture, print, decorative art, craft, design, multi-media, photography, fashion or textiles produced in the last or current year.
· Only one piece per applicant.
· 2d work cannot be bigger than A2 size (420 × 594 mm)
· If 3d work is made out of precious materials and will need to be displayed in a case it cannot be more than 30cm in height or diameter.
· Objects over 12.5 kilos cannot be displayed, for safety reasons.
How do I apply?

Please send the following information to: Kate Day, Life Long Learning Manager/Adele Gorman Creative Apprentice. Manchester Art Gallery, Mosley Street, Manchester M2 3JL 

No later than Monday 19th March 2012.
· A completed application form.

· A good quality photograph of your art work.

· 2 single sided A4 sheets of supporting drawings and photographs about the creation of your art work.

Please do not send in the original art work or more supporting material than this.  We cannot accept sketchbooks or material in any other format.
Please write your name on ALL pieces of information you send in.

How will the competition be judged?

Your entry will be judged by a panel of gallery staff and community representatives. 

They will look at:

· The way you have been inspired by and responded to the collections at Manchester Art Gallery, including looking at the originality of your work

· The skills you demonstrate in the materials used

· How you have benefited from your experience of adult education and the Inspired by competition.  For this they will look at the responses on your application form.

· How you’ve communicated the ‘Manchester’ theme.

What happens if my art work is selected?

Applicants will be informed if they have been selected within a month of submission date. Selected art works will be displayed at Manchester Art Gallery from May to July 2012, and there will be an award ceremony for the winners and runners up.
Inspired by… is supported by
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promoting adult learning




